CLEANING AN AIRCRAFT PLEXIGLASS WINDSHIELD

Things You'll Need:

· One-gallon bucket 

· Warm water 

· Microfiber cloths 

· Plastic polish 

1. Step 1

Fill your bucket with warm water (about 75 degrees will work) and pour it over the entire windshield. Fill the bucket a second time and saturate your microfiber cloths. Without wringing them out, lay your fully unfolded microfiber cloths on the outside of the windshield until all of the acrylic is covered.

2. Step 2

Let the cloths sit on the windshield for 20 minutes. They will trap the water on the windshield instead of letting it roll off. This is the equivalent of "soaking" the windshield to get that stuck on debris loose enough for you to wipe away in the next step.

3. Step 3

Pull the cloths off of the windshield. Take a new, dry cloth and wipe the outside of windshield in an up and down motion once to remove the major debris. Don't wipe a second time as you don't want to completely dry it.

4. Step 4

Take another microfiber cloth and apply a teaspoon of plastic polish to it. Wipe both the inside and the outside of the windshield, in an up and down motion as before, to buff the acrylic to a shine and remove any remaining dirt. If the inside of the windshield is very dirty, wipe it down with just water before using the polish.

5. Step 5

Let the windshield air dry. Wiping it dry could make it streaky and encourage scratches.

	CLEANING AND POLISHING TRANSPARENT PLASTIC




Plastics have many advantages over glass for aircraft use, but they lack the surface hardness of glass, and care must be exercised while servicing the aircraft to avoid scratching or otherwise damaging the surface. 
1. CLEANING:  Clean the plastic by washing with plenty of water and mild soap, using a clean, soft, grit-free cloth, sponge, or bare hands.  Do not use gasoline, alcohol, benzene, acetone, carbon tetrachloride, fire extinguisher or deicing fluids, lacquer thinners, or window cleaning sprays because they will soften the plastic and cause crazing. 
2. PLASTICS SHOULD NOT BE RUBBED with a dry cloth since this is likely to cause scratches, and also build up an electrostatic charge which attracts dust particles to the surface.  If after removing dirt and grease no great amount of scratching is visible, finish the plastic with a good grade of commercial wax.  Apply the wax in a thin even coat and bring to a high polish by rubbing lightly with a soft cloth. 
3. POLISHING:  Do not attempt hand polishing or buffing until the surface is clean.  A soft, open-type cotton or flannel buffing wheel is suggested.  Minor scratches may be removed by vigorously rubbing the affected area by hand, using a soft clean cloth dampened with a mixture of turpentine and chalk, or by applying automobile cleanser with a damp cloth.  Remove the cleaner and polish with a soft, dry cloth. Acrylic and cellulose acetate plastics are thermoplastic.  Friction created by buffing or polishing too long in one spot can generate sufficient heat to soften the surface.  This will produce visual distortion and is to be guarded against. 
From AC 43.13-1A 
Cleaning Plexiglass sheet

You are now the proud owner of a fine piece of Plexiglass ACRYLIC. All of us at Ridout Plastics would like to offer these bits of wisdom to help you get the most value out of your purchase. 

The Number 1 Problem with Plexiglass acrylic is the use of incorrect cleaners. Yes, we said "cleaners". Please... never, ever, use cleaners containing ammonia. Cleaners such as Windex or 409 will harm your new piece of acrylic. Use only products specifically recommended for cleaning acrylic such as Novus #1, or Brillianize, and a soft cloth. (All are available in our showrooms). Never use a dry cloth or your hand to clean your acrylic! This rubs the dirt and dust INTO the acrylic as much as it rubs it OFF. First, blow the dust or dirt off, or use water and a soft cloth to float the dirt off. Then use a recommended cleaner to complete the job. Note: a mild solution of dish detergent and warm water takes off stubborn dirt easily without harming the acrylic if you've run out of Novus #1 or Brillianize. 

The Number 2 Problem with acrylic is SHOCK. Dropping your acrylic can cause cracking: From large cracks that deal a death blow, to small chips that can turn into mortally wounding cracks. Acrylic is incredibly resilient, but flying off the top of your car was not part of our stress testing. However, cracks in an acrylic sheet can be HALTED by drilling a small (1/8" diameter) hole at the end of the crack. This will keep your sheet in 1 piece while you call us for a replacement. 

The Number 3 Problem with Plexiglass acrylic is children. Yes, just as with any other fine article in your home, children should be properly instructed on its care. Acrylic should be treated like fine furniture. Please note that Plexiglass Acrylic is the number 1 protector of children! When used as a safety barrier on balconies, or in windows that have a high probability of being broken, we encourage its use near children! 

Scratch Removal: In the event that, after taking meticulous steps to prevent it, your fine piece of Plexiglass acrylic becomes scratched, HAVE NO FEAR. Fine scratches can be removed with a mild abrasive polish such as Novus #2, or Novus #3. Heavier scratches, such that you can feel with your fingernail, will require some elbow effort to remove with a bit of sanding and buffing. A series of grits (150,400,600) followed by a buffing wheel and available buffing compound, will restore the luster of your Plexiglass acrylic! 

We Want You To Be Satisfied. 

We have offered these basic rules to guide you to years of satisfaction. If you experience any problems with your Plexiglass acrylic, have questions regarding cutting, drilling, buffing or are curious as to new materials available, please call our customer service representatives for prompt and courteous service, or visit our showroom. 

